
AFFAIRS OF THE WEEK IN THE PLAYHOUSES

P1LAYS ©i PLAYERS'
TKe Opportunity of the W^sHin^ton

Square Players.The Necessity for
Good Acting.

It is now sot* that New York is to posses.«-, during the

iry theatre. This theatre is to be opened with no

pomp and cii ; it will be circled by no diamond horseshoe; and

it will !" > «1 by none of the luxury of wealth. Its growth, what-

it may I taneously from the hearts and mil
who love the theatre for the art that it contains; nun

and women who are defc I rprise shall at least avoid

shipwreck upon th« where foundered the great playhouse in Cen-
Park West. Whatever barriers it may have to pass, the impression

that the new project is only a social toy will not be one. It begins in

modesty, with no enemies and no promises. If its tronidos are before it

they at least are not behind it as well. It enters upon the dramatic battle¬

field with a clean shield, and if it has yet to win its spurs it has no past
crimes to aton«

The announcement of the Washington Square Players that they are

to open ;. a! the Bandbox Theatre is, indeed, the most encouraging;
sign that has appeared on our theatrical horizon since the founding of
the New Theatre. At last New York is to have a theatre where the new

dramatist will receive a welcome, where ideas will not be scorned, where

périment« will be permitted. This much is evident from the few

performai ei the Playeri gave during the last season. These perform¬
ances, what. wen of plays either by unknown writers

or by European n id in them there was always a sincerity and

an idealism « ai rarely found in the more pretentious
theatres of Broadway. In addition their staging, at least in the matter

of .scene:; was unusually good, at times unusually imagina¬
tive; better, indeed, than nine-tenths of the works seen upon the New

York boards. The spirit animating both players and audiences was, too,

nt from that which the jsual actor and spectator arouse

in one another. In short, the Washington Square Players have already
shown that they both | ind value brains, and in this knowledge
they can face the future unafraid.

This, the bright pide of the picture. That there is
another i without saying there always is in this imperfect world.

A repertory theatre which is really to succeed must possess not only plays,
it must a playera. The young artists from Washington Square
proved II that they have talent in their midst; but it is talent

that il .s yet largely untrained and unformed. Now, talent in itself will

not carry a theati I must be schooling and zealous in-
best and only the best. The work of the amateur is

all very well when his appearances were as few as they were last season;

when the prict w, and the novelty fresh; but for a regular season

of repertory, with a bid for a far more general support, the amateur

must be dispensed with, unless he can make his offering the equal, if not

the superior, of that of the professional.
It is to be hoped, then, that the Washington Square Players will

welcome to their ranks all who show ability, and to allow ability alone
to determine the rompo their company. Of course, there are

actors of ability whose temperament unfits them for work in a repertory
company, but such actors are far rarer than is generally supposed. If

the Washington Square Players offer to the public a serie- of plays
worthy of production they will find no lack of actors capable of under¬

taking them. If such a company is provided the public will support it,
for, despite the pessimists, good acting always is appreciated. If, on the

other hand, the acting is amateurish, all the ideals and well meaning]
in the world won't drag the public to it. The public which must support

tho Bandbox will be a discriminating public. It will go because the plays
are more interesting than thote to be had elsewhere, and because the

acting is worthy of the plays. The solution of the American theatre lies

in just such organizations as that of the Washington Square Players,
and to these organizations the histrionic side is of prime importance. In

them the acting mu.-.t be neither that of the stereotyped Broadway player
nor of the slipshod und unauthoritative amateur. Sincerity will be

technique. It is to th«. aetii g and stage management
that the directo] of tins n w organisation must giv« most zealous attention.

<K¡,r and »ventent, authority of bearing, will

all ¡,.y if suco their « ffo« s. These virtu« wen

always pr< performances. They could be forgiven
then. Nc «ill not SO easily be forgiven. After all, frank-

nets is best, anu it hud Lutter come before than after the event.

PROMISES OF THE
COMING SEASON

Managers Will Offer Many
Productions in New York

Early This Fall.

SEASHORE CITIES
HAVE SEEN A FEW

"The House of Glass" and "Back
Home" Both Well Received

at New Jersey Resort.
From the signs already displayed at

the seashore resorts, and the pre
of performaneei soon to come,
will in all probability be an abundance

¡of dramatic ma'rriul waiting foi
New York theatric to open th«ir 1916-
16 season. And from then
it Is not hard to deduce tl
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the metropolis will occur eai
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in July and the first part oi I
There have a!-

a- -ne City Max Marcin'i "The
of Glass," Irvii S. < ob

i Veiller'l "Hack Hoi'.
George Scarborough's "The Girl." 01
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Luna Park.
A number of attractions have been

added to the n-',. programme
la Park that visitors to the .s«-.i-

shore resort n ¦ imething to

look forwai the holiday week.

Probablj tl t" performed
there is the exhibition of the De Phills,

taring high-wire artiste. Upon a

.slender thread, stretched eighty feet
in the air, one of the learn rule* upon
a unicycle,, and to its pedals is st-

tachi t rápete which
l. From thi

artist executes ¦ series of brtal
\i\g triek i. The gn el
the dai
(ether * tl ardoui ch..:
causes visitors, all sort- of thrills. Then,

the free eireus is proving attrae«
»I a day and

. re.
-«-¦

Jardin de Danse.
Audrey Munson, "the I'ar.ama-Pa-

cific Expoaition girl," continues a.« the
principal feature at the ,Iar«iin de
Danse, atop the New York
Week. Miss Munson . I scries

¦Utiful picure», and In th«'
of her act poses as the central
of canvases that well-known arttits

lione. Ten other dance stars are

to he seen each evening at the Jardin
Mi Craig, the orchestra

till draw-
ui-h applause with their novelty,

Then. are liixie (¡irard mid
I.ucie Carter, who-e « nging numbers
have been well received. The M
men' has Styled this roof «¿arden the

eat one in New York, and has as-

j sembled an attractive bill in keeping
with Itl polla« oí pleasing the public.

IT?VAUDEVILLE
Attractive Holiday Bills Arranged for
This Week's Patrons of the Keiths

Theatres.
Palace Theatre.

Amelia Bingham h'
b 11 this week in a new version of her

including Lloyd bingham, she will give
dramatie snapshot,* of the dim,...

ivhich
touched the heart of humanity.

the policy of presenting a

¿reat concort or operatic star every
week, th«
IL.rrold, the greatest of A-nerican
tenon, in a pi »¡¿ramme oí delightful

Mr. Harrold ii in hii
voice, after a weil earned rest. Kmma
('.»rus will appear in a new act, sup-

by Noel Stewart. M
a Palace favorite. Walter C,
"The Virginia Judge," has been induced
to cut hia holiday short and return to

'.he Palace for a wees. His itnpersona-
'rate is ono

t the few creations of modern comedy
which bid fair to become elaasic. Homer
H Mason und Marguerite Keeler will

Porter Emeraon Browne's
»ketch, "Married," one of the strongest
comedy offeringi of the seasOB. The
iamous Bell iai IBS brothers

: do bell ringing and
Specialties. Arnaut

iropean clowns; Charles
'. offering "A omie Opera In Ten

Minutes," and Masle King, assisted by
Tyler Bret 10 on the bill.

Bushwick Theatre.
Stars of both the legitimate and

vaudeville stage are included In the
programme planned for this w.

the Bushwick Theatre. Topp.ng thi
list will be Kluabeth Brice and
Chari. lireet from their run

in "Watch Your Step." This pair ha»
a distinct.ve style of entertainment,

-.rabie head-
liners by reason of their singing, the

long« th«) offer and their dancing.
They w,!l prtsent their act called "A
Bit of Mi »teal Cemed*i in a Vaude-

an ; a II render lèvera] of
.hat have made them popu-

lar in recent musical successes The
comedy nature of the bill will be
Henry Leu.-., who will introduce a

blend of song, talk and dance in his

igue, "A Vaudeville
Webb, mi

Goodwin and t ht Rui
Orchestra, will oiTer a o

origina »meat
o Trot"

Trot" and "Gavotl
«.rs, v

and some novel patter, ai
per. y

will be seen in Edgar A!
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nelude Billy Tower trA
Mabel I'arrell, Fred and Albert, MM
Bronte end Ernest aldwell, Orrills
Stamm, "the boy Hercule.-." and »

feature p'cture.
.-

Prospect Theatre.
With Ma

the Kmerali Isle," »«

figure, an "All In«h H.'.'." il te be pr*"
at Keith's Prospect Tl eatre th»

Every performer ¦

on the stase is a repn "u(,e"
viîian frot- .*'.«.'"

line ws« r- ri aif». »h"1

she was a favorite a'

and vaudei .' l"*

country still tind much pie
SOBga. Quite as popular, and «with equal

.zinc ability, Pat i.
Marion Bent will be on hand to--

to present their succès«. "A

Stand." They have eitabluhed them¬

selves as on- of the big feat'.rei of the

two-a-day, atal in their vehicle Mr.
Rooney's reemtne dance ere.itior.i pl*T
an important part. Krnes'. K. Ball,

m tor his "Mother Mecbree" »nJ
A Little Bit of Heaven ( sllsd \f

land." will also have ¦
' Pl4C*

on this week's bill. Then, too, there

will be Mr. an.I
their latest comedy effort. I '

Strike" Other représentai II ' »

dauKhters of Erie who will appear on

the feature programma w

ar.d players, in "A

Cup of Tea," a ihqrt comed)
J. K.
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Harry Tieiney, who have slready he*n

.. Preepeet two weeks P
and I.ee. the Woods Brothers ar.d »
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